Standardization of parameters in follow-up study after mitral commissurotomy.
Two-hundred and fifty-five patients were followed up to maximum 19 years (1879 patient-years) after mitral commissurotomy by means of either the finger fracture, transventricular dilator or open method. During this period of time, patients were asked to answer a questionnaire and to be examined at 2 to 3 years intervals. Twenty-two late deaths and 17 reoperations were encountered, and significant differences according to operative methods were observed in the survival and reoperation-free curves. Values from CTR, Rv1 + Sv5/Rv5 + Sv1 ratio, LAMP and DDR were standardized, and each standard value showed a tendency of significant improvement followed by gradual deterioration after commissurotomy even in patients with normal social activities. Parameters from patients reoperated on were compared with standard values, and statistically significant differences were noted. It would be concluded that standardization of parameters is of a great importance in follow-up study after mitral commissurotomy especially to establish indications to reoperation most adequately.